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ment of Russian Turkestan was created, after the
taking of TashkencL Finally, in 1871, a Russian force
occupied Ili, on the ground that the anarchy prevailing
in Kashgaria had become a serious menace to Russian
interests. Ili had been lost to Peking by the insurrec-
tion of 18665 and it did not then appear probable that
she would be able to resume the government of the
turbulent Mahomedans with the military forces at
her disposal. Regarding the situation in this light,
M. Vlangaly, Russian Minister at Peking, informed
the Tsung-li Yamen that, as soon as the Kirghiz
tribes were pacified and the frontiers secured, Ili
would be restored to China. But Russia's hopes of
remaining in justifiable possession were unexpectedly
frustrated by Tso Tsung-tang's victorious campaign,
which put an end to Yakub Beg and his rebellion in
1877, retaking the eight cities of Turkestan and leaving
a devastated country along all his line of march. The
time had now come for Russia to redeem her promise,
but she found plausible pretexts for delaying the
evacuation of Kuldja (Ili) and for complicating the
question by several side-issues. Ch'ung Hou, a relative
of Prince Kung, was thereupon sent to Russia to settle
the matter ; he arrived at St. Petersburg in December,
1898. An easy-going mandarin, without claims to
any special knowledge of the question under discus-
sion, he agreed to the payment of five million roubles
for the expenses of the Russian occupation and to
the opening of a new caravan route for the Russian
brick-tea trade ; finally, on his own initiative, against
the instructions of the Yamen, he consented to a
" rectification of the frontier,5' which left Russia in
possession of seven-tenths of the province, including
its most important strategical points and Ch'ien